[The role of capsule formation in Burkholderia mallei for its persistence in vivo].
When studied in vivo (in guinea pigs) with the use of electron microscopy, B. mallei (strains C-5, 10230) were found to form a capsule. In the subacute course of infection, the encapsulated forms of B. mallei parasitized mainly in the cells of the system of mononuclear phagocytes in the liver, the spleen and the lungs. The capsule formed by B. mallei was shown to be one of the factors facilitating its persistence in the body.